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ARE OUR EYES OPEN? 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a 
way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  Isaiah 43:19  NRSVA 

I was looking for a book. I knew right where it was. But it wasn’t 
there. I had to get help. “It’s right here, Dear!” Oh. Right where I had 
been looking. But it was a pamphlet, not a book. I wasn’t looking for a 
pamphlet. I guess I probably miss a lot when I think that I already 
know what I am looking for. How can I be ready to see the unex-
pected? 

I’m afraid I am too much like those who heard the prophet Isaiah. 
Through the Prophet Isaiah, God declared to a lost and desperate peo-
ple that God was doing something new. In fact it was already happen-
ing. But would they see it? Who could dream of anything new happen-
ing? Isaiah declared that what was happening would be like a highway 
built in the desert or rivers full of fresh water flowing through the sand. 
Even like a new heaven and a new earth. Isaiah was asking them to see 
new heavens and new earth coming in what looked to them like the 
sand and rocks of life as it had always been. 

Of course, if Isaiah was thinking only of returning to Palestine and 
rebuilding the temple and re-establishing the previous government, he 
may have been overly poetic. The return of those previously taken cap-
tive and carted off to Babylon did not quite measure up to the drama of 
Isaiah’s vision. Nor did the r-established monarchy reflect a new 
heaven and a new earth. The “new thing” that God was doing was more 
than the rebuilding of the former glory of a nation. Who could see the 
“new thing”? 

At Christmas time we remember a divinely offered “new thing.” 
Can we see as much as Mary saw? A new baby was conceived … just a 
baby. And Mary, feeling inwardly little more than the tender thumping 
of tiny toes, saw God at work. In fact she declares, “My soul magnifies 
the Lord … for the Mighty One has done great things for me….” (Luke 
1:46, 49). She could see a new world coming, and the baby wasn’t even 
born yet! 

Yet, some could only see as far as their own expectations: a new 
king, a rebuilt country, a restored economy(!).   

 As for us, when we look for transformation, what do we see?  
It is important that our eyes be open…to the unexpected. 

 Especially during the Christmas season this year, when you think 
 you have seen it all…look again. 

   “Lord, open my eyes that I may see….” 

                                                                                                           Bob Dell 

In This Issue 
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Congregational News 
Garden City  

    Acting on God’s Promise 
 
 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 
       2 Chronicles 7:14 

From October 20 through November 3, 2008, Garden City Church of the Brethren opened their doors 
from 12 to 1 p.m. for all to come and pray for the Presidential Election and our country. Fasting and 

praying was encouraged. It was a wonderful time of entering into God’s presence with humble hearts and a strong 
desire for God to heal our land. God’s promises never fail and He will not forsake us. 
 

New Members Received into the Body 

On Sunday, November 2, 2008, twelve people were received and welcomed into the Garden City 
Church of the Brethren body by baptism, affirmation of faith, or letter of transfer. The new members 
are:  Christina Britton, Dakota Britton, Daryl Hopkins, Glenda Hopkins, 
Lance Ketterling, Debbie Moos, Dan Parks, Karen Parks, Ed Unruh, Dana Unruh, Josh Whitcanack, 
Christian Whitcanack. 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.”      Acts 2:42 & 47b 

 
Northern Colorado has decided on a name change for their church.  They feel Northern Colorado seems too re-
gional (a lot of territory) and not particularly inclusive to the local community of Windsor.  They decided on Peace 
because of our heritage as a Peace Church and Community to welcome the people of the local community, so they 
will now go by Peace Community Church of the Brethren.  Northern Colorado will continue to be the legal name.  
 
Each Sunday as Prince of Peace congregation studied the Brethren heritage curriculum, Bitsy Shepherd made a 
quilt block depicting that lesson. When the lessons were finished she sewed the blocks into a beautiful quilt 
 

*    *    *    *    *    *    * 
 

James B. Bowman, 92, ordained Church of the Brethren minister and life-long 
missionary to Nigeria died peacefully on Friday, November 8, 2008.  Jim is sur-
vived by his children:  C. Ivan Bowman, Esther (Bowman) and Steven Gregory, 
James R. and Sally Bowman, Carol Joy Bowman and Ben Green, and Maurice & 

Bernadette Badibanga. 

 

*    *    *    *    *    *    * 

 

Ministerial Updates 
Steve Klinedinst’s pastoral ministry with Lone Star Church of the Brethren has been terminated. Both Steve and the 
congregation need our support and prayers in this troubling time. Members from the district community reaching 
out to them would be helpful. 
 
Morris Gump was licensed at Peace Community Church (aka Northern Colorado) on November 9. 
 
Darrell Barr was licensed at Osage Church of the Brethren on November 16. 
 
Chris Stover-Brown’s licensing was requested by the Wichita Church of the Brethren and approved by the District 
Ministry Commission and the District Board on November 7. 
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Transformed by Jesus to Make Disciples 
“Miraculous Expectation Re-visited” 

An important part of the Western Plains District 
transformation vision has been the biblical con-
cept of “miraculous expectation.” It was given to 
us by Bishop Claude Payne in his book, Reclaim-
ing the Great Commission. This book was the 
central inspiration for the transformation move-
ment in our district. Given the unsettling ferment 
of change and potential hardship for some of us 
personally, in our congregations, our district, and 
our society, perhaps it would be helpful to revisit 
“miraculous expectation” as a focus for our faith. 

During the past several years I have turned to Je-
sus’ words in John 15:5 for inspiration regarding 
miraculous expectation. I like the words from The 
Message. “I am the Vine, you are the branches. 
When you’re joined with me and I with you, the 
relation intimate and organic, the harvest is sure to 
be abundant. Separated you can’t produce a 
thing.” This indicates how we are with Christ and 
how we are to live. We are bound together inti-
mately and organically. We abide in Him and He 
abides in us. This calls us to live our lives focused 
on Christ and in an act of prayer. This invites us to 
live expectantly. 

When we live in this manner we are told what to 
expect – bountiful harvest. This is not just a prom-
ise but a pronouncement of reality – God’s reality. 
As we live our lives in Christ we can look for and 
anticipate miraculous outcome. This is the mys-
tery of God. It is part of new birth, new life in the 
spring, resurrection. 

I don’t believe this means that as we live our life 
in Christ we can expect to get life on our own 

terms. I do believe we can expect God’s abundant 
life for us and through us that can surprise and in-
spire. It can draw us closer to God and continue to 
draw us more completely into God’s mission. 

Our transformation movement now has a 5-year 
history. Are there signs of abundant life for us to 
see, to inspire us, to call us forth? Is “miraculous 
expectation” realistic? Can we look for, wait for, 
and expect to see God’s mysteries come to frui-
tion? 

How do you account for 18 persons in our district 
being licensed or ordained in the last two years? 
How do you account for Duane Grady, Mission 
and Ministry staff, telling us he has observed the 
whole attitude of several congregations turning 
around from negative and discouraged to hopeful 
and joyous? How can you account for Gathering 
IV being enthusiastically received with several 
saying it just gets better every year? One congre-
gation sent 90% of their group to the Gathering. 
How can you account for the growing excitement 
in Southern Plains as they join us in our events 
while they develop their own movement? 

Is it possible that as we abide in Christ and Christ 
abides in us we can expect a bountiful harvest? Is 
it possible that we will become more open and 
loving to one another and to God? Now that 
would be a miracle! 

 Ken Holderread 
 District Co-Executive Minister 

          
 

 

Free Church Pews 

Koinonia (Grand Junction, Colo.) has about 25 church pews in 
good condition available to give to anyone who will pick them up. 
If you are interested or have more questions, call Mike Burr at 
970-241-5796 
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2009 District Conference Theme Announced 

At last year’s district conference we celebrated Christ’s presence in our lives with the theme “That Your Joy May 
Be Complete” from John 15:11. As we prepare for District Conference, 2009 we will focus on the newness Christ 
brings with the theme,  

“Behold, I Make All Things New”  
Revelation 21:5 

The work of the district conference planning committee is well underway with many already agreeing to serve as 
worship leaders, speakers and various coordinators. The committee’s next meeting will be Saturday, January 31 in 
McPherson, so be sure and let us know how you would like to be involved! And, by all means, please join us for 
District Conference, hosted by McPherson College and the McPherson Church of the Brethren, July 31 - August 2, 
2009. 
Behold, in Our Joy All Things Are New! Hallelujah!! 
          Leslie Frye, Moderator 

  
Reflections from the Gathering 

Nearly 350 persons were present at Salina’s Web-
ster Conference Center for the fourth Gathering 
conference, provided as a key support to the trans-
formation movement in the District.  “I’ve been to 
all four and this was the best yet” was one comment 
in the evaluations.  “Please keep the Gathering go-
ing” was a familiar refrain. 

The theme of the conference, “Unbinding God’s 
People,” reflects featured books and keynote lead-
ership.  A number of congregations in our district 
have been reading a new best seller by Martha 
Grace Reese, Unbinding the Gospel, lifting up the 
stories of mainline congregations (something like 
the Church of the Brethren) who are finding natural 
and authentic ways to share their faith.  Some of our 
congregations have been immersing themselves in a 
40-day E-Vent focusing on prayer and using a fol-
low-up book, Unbinding the Heart.  One of Martha 
Grace Reese’s colleagues, Jeff Gill, was our Friday 
preacher and leader of a general session and two 
workshop sessions on evangelism.  Kim Bontrager 
preached on Saturday evening and David Radcliff 
on Sunday morning. 

Many persons commented that the selection of 13 
workshops was particularly strong this year, featur-
ing leadership from across the denomination and 
from our own district.  About 60 youth enjoyed an 
inspiring youth retreat led by District Youth Minis-
ter, Jen Jensen and a corps of denominational lead-
ers.  The children studied early Brethren history and 
entertained the larger group with the “Alexander 
Mack rap” on Saturday evening.  Worship services 
and varied music were particularly affirmed.  A 
group representing four Southern Plains District 
congregations was welcomed. 

A new feature, “Late Evening Entertainment,” was 
a big hit.  There was excellent music and story-
telling.  And then, have you ever seen Larry Kitzel 
playing a garden hose?  You had to be there. 

Gathering is becoming an important part of our 
community life of faith.  If you missed this one, 
pencil in Gathering V, October 23-25, 2009. 

Dale Minnich, Gathering Coordinator

Directory Changes 
p. 2 & p. 27  Ed & June Switzer, 1115 Darlow Court, McPherson, KS   620-504-6141, ejswitzer@cox.net 

p. 17  Remove Stephen Klinedinst as pastor and remove e-mail address. 

p. 17  After Northern Colorado add AKA Peace Community, e-mail is windsorcob@lpbroadband.net 

p. 19  Tokahookaadi phone 575-709-0161, remove Russell & Edith Kiester as PC and replace with David & Maria Huber 

p. 19  add Whittier Community (new church plant) Pastor is Jeff Neuman-Lee, phone 303-589-3882, email 
jeff.wccb@gmail.com, Web www.WhittierCommunity.org 

p. 22  Lois Grummert, 5020 SE 4th Terrace, Tecumseh KS   66542  email - sythra_82@hotmail.com 
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Youth Heritage Team Completes Term of Service 

 The Church of the Brethren Western Plains District Youth Heritage Travel Team will have visited its last 
congregation the day after this article is due when, on November 16th, they lead worship at the Monitor Commu-
nity Church of the Brethren. Although their term was officially over at Annual Conference 2008, the response from 
district congregations was so enthusiastic (and the youth’s schedules were so full with non-team activities) that they 
agreed to be available for an additional 5 ½ months (until December, 2008). 

 Ever since their trip to Elgin, Ill., in April of 2007 to be trained in Church of the Brethren Heritage with 
two youth from each of the other Church of the Brethren districts, Jamie Frye (Monitor) and JJ Krehbiel (McPher-
son) have traveled over 6400 miles (which adds up to approximately 100 hours of driving time!), making presenta-
tions at twenty congregations across the district and at two district-wide events (District Conference, 2007 and 
Gathering III). In 18 of the congregations they led worship, including accompanying hymns and bringing a chil-
dren’s story. Their travels took them to every corner of the district, from Peace Community (Northern Colorado) to 
Antelope Park (NE) to Independence (KS). 

 Thanks so much to the congregations for their wonderful hospitality, yummy pot lucks and especially to 
those who were open to being flexible so (for example) the team could visit two locations on the same weekend or, 
in one case, accommodate a congregation they would not otherwise have been able to visit. A special thanks to 
those who provided transportation, including Kay Billhimer, Al & Mary Ann Dutrow and Shana Leck as well as 
Jamie and JJ’s parents, Leslie & Jonathan Frye and Cindy & John Krehbiel; with only two exceptions, you only 
asked for reimbursement for gas - and several times you didn’t even ask for that! Without your generosity the 
team’s travels would have been greatly restricted or perhaps even impossible. Thank you to the 2006/2007 Nurture 
Commission who agreed to pay the team’s travel expenses to Elgin for training. At the time those seeds were sown, 
many thought they were being scattered to the wind; instead, by the grace of God, they have yielded an abundant 
crop. And, most important, thank you Jamie and JJ for sharing your time, talents and insights with us. You have 
truly demonstrated what it looks like to serve God in the area of your passion; you have been examples to us of 
faith and grace.  

Leslie Frye, Adult Coordinator 
Western Plains District Youth Heritage Travel Team 

 

Nurture Corner 
 As a member of the District Nurture Commis-
sion, I have become more aware of the need and 
value of nurturing. Who is there among us who does 
not yearn to be cared for, encouraged, taught and 
challenged?    
 As we live and work within our churches and 
even as we look at ways to actively share what we 
believe (Evangelism!), it is easy to become weary 
and perhaps overloaded with the pressure of carrying 
out what we want to be doing. Sometimes there is 
just more “nurturing” needed than we can provide 
and there is little time for caring for ourselves.    
 October 24-26, many of us had an opportunity 
for personal nurturing and growth as we attended 
Gathering IV at Webster Conference Center. It was 
designed to be a time for us to take time out to re-
fresh, renew and refill ourselves. 
 We found there was something for everyone and 
in many cases…more offered than we could “take 
in.” Workshops filled us with ideas for ways to care 
for our earth, our spirit, use technology in worship, 
involve new people, renew and review our beliefs, 

move forward with our covenanting, etc. We were 
blessed to have an outstanding and challenging group 
of leaders. Times for fellowship and conversation 
were interspersed as we renewed relationships with 
old and new friends 
 Once again our District Youth arrived filled with 
energy and excitement at the thought of being to-
gether for the weekend. Many of them worked 
around other activities that required their attendance 
and participation. They came for as much time as 
their schedules would allow. Under the leadership of 
Jennifer Jensen, they led us in worship and continue 
to inspire us with their willingness to participate with 
enthusiasm.     
 We have returned to our home churches with our 
cups filled with ideas and inspiration to continue 
sharing and living our faith. We have been reminded 
that nurturing ourselves is an important part in our ef-
fectiveness in caring and sharing with others. 
 Plan now to attend Gather V in 2009!! 
    --June Switzer
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Youth Worker Retreat 

The first annual Youth Worker Retreat, “Living for Christ....300 years and Counting” was held at Camp Mt. Her-
mon, Tonganoxie, Kansas, September 19 and 20.  

The retreat was planned, organized, and facilitated by Lois Grummert, Topeka, Kan., and Jennifer Jensen, 
Lincoln, Neb., for youth leaders/workers/directors, camp directors, camp counselors, pastors, church leaders, and in 
general anyone working with or having worked with youth ministry. Speakers for the weekend were Annual Mod-
erator Elect, Pastor Shawn Flory Replogle, McPherson, Kan., and Licensed Minister, Cheryl Mishler, Sabetha, Kan. 
The focus of the weekend was renewal of personal faith, forming relationships with other youth workers, participa-
tion in workshops designed to enrich lives in youth ministry, and to share ideas and learn from others participation.  

This personal time of retreat in the autumn laced camp was one of blessing, introspection, and renewal to 
the call of ministry to young people. 
 

Prince of Peace Opening 
Prince of Peace Church of the Brethren in Littleton, 
Colorado is opening up a one quarter time position in 
visitation. This person would be the second paid staff 
and would work with the Ministry Coordinator, also a 
quarter time position. The ministry model of Prince 
of Peace is described on its web site: 
princeofpeacecob.org. Look at the shared ministry 
page. 

We hope to find someone who will work well with 
all ages, especially young adults. We give preference 

to someone who is looking to enter into the ministry 
and will anticipate a longer stay with the congrega-
tion. The church will not only offer a quarter time 
salary, but will aid in the costs of theological educa-
tion for the person in this position. The church uses 
the scale offered by the Church of the Brethren. 

For information please contact Vickie Samland 
search committee chair at samsig@aol.com or 303 
238 3053 by December 18th, 2008. 

 
Sensitive Language 

As you know, language is important and many people are sensitive to the subtle messages sent, often unintended. 

The Denominational Disabilities Ministry Group asked me to pass on to leadership the growing concern of the use 
of the words “Stand if you are able” in our worship.  We all know that this language was adopted to recognize that 
some elderly and disabled are not able to stand, and our former pattern was to just ask people to “stand.” 

In consultation with other denominations, the new recommended language is “Rise in body and in spirit” or a ver-
sion like that. This language focuses on the lifting up of our spirits as the primary task, and our ability to stand as 
secondary.   

Please pass this helpful hint on to worship planners, worship consultants, and staff. 

      Kathy Reid, Associate General Secretary 
      Ministry & Program, Church of the Brethren 

 
Position Openings 

 The Sudan Initiative has a position open: 

1. An individual or couple skilled in peace and reconciliation and/or mediation to serve a three-year place-
ment in Yei, Southern Sudan as soon as possible.  The placement will be with RECONCILE, a peace and 
reconciliation partnering organization with the Church of the Brethren to help further the work being done 
as well as helping develop both new programming and possible new locations for expansion of the pro-
gram. 

The placement will be with RECONCILE, a peace and reconciliation partnering organization with the Church of 
the Brethren  For more information contact Bradley Bohrer, Director of Sudan Initiative, at (224) 234-0272) or 
bbohrer_gb@brethren.org; or Karin Krog, Office of Human Resources, at 800 323-8039 or 
kkrog_gb@brethren.org.  For applications, contact Karin Krog. 
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Brethren Benefit Trust has an opening for a Director of Brethren Pension Plan/Employee Financial Services. This 
person will be responsible for program oversight, which includes maintaining the legal plan description, employer 
agreements, employer supplement sheets, and Plan members’ handbook. For more information contact Donna 
March at 1505 Dundee  
Ave., Elgin, IL 60120, or dmarch_bbt@brethren.org  or call 847-622-3371 
 
More details on all available position openings can be found on the denominational website, www.brethren.org un-
der “position openings” in the keyword link at the bottom right-hand corner. 

 
Ministry in the Church of the Brethren 

“How are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? How are they to believe in one of whom 
they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him?” 

Romans 10:14 

Building on this biblical foundation, the mission of the Office of Ministry is to call, prepare, place, support, and 
nurture ministerial leadership in the Church of the Brethren.  

Calling begins in the congregation. If individuals, especially young men and women who have so many career 
choices, are to consider the ministry, they need positive role models. They are also helped greatly in their discern-
ment process when they experience positive attitudes toward ministry in their congregations. 

In February of 2001, the Office of Ministry mailed a new video—“How Are They to Hear”--to every congregation 
and district office in the denomination. The 50-minute, 5-segment video is based on Romans 10:14-15, and is de-
signed to help congregations identify and call men and women to the ministry. To obtain a copy, please contact a 
Church of the Brethren pastor, a District Executive/Minister, or the Office of Ministry. 

Ministerial education is critically important to the church. Isn't God's call enough, someone might ask? Well, what 
value do we place on leadership? We hope our medical doctors and teachers feel called to their professions, but 
would anyone want a doctor to open their chest for heart surgery who was not well trained in such surgery, or place 
a child in the classroom of a teacher without quality training? Is ministry less important than those two noble pro-
fessions? 

We want persons in the ministry who feel called by God and the church, but who are also willing to prepare them-
selves to be the very best leaders they are capable of becoming. 

The Church of the Brethren has two major training tracks: 

1. The Master of Divinity degree at Bethany Theological Seminary.  
2. Non-degree training, The Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership.  

a. Training in Ministry (TRIM)  
b. Education for Shared Ministry (EFSM)  
c. Academy Certified Training Systems (ACTS)  

The placement of ministerial leaders in the Church of the Brethren is done by our District Executives in each of the 
twenty-three districts across the United States.         
        www.brethren.org/genbd/ministry/index.htm 

Election Day Prayer 
Chris Stover-Brown (Wichita) was asked to give the invocation at the Wichita City Council meeting on Novem-
ber 4, and shares with us his prayer. 

God of many names,   

The Alpha. 
You simply are. 

The Omega. 
You always have been. 

I am. 
You are worthy of our praise. 
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On this Election Day  
of hope for change  

for some, 
there is apathy  

and continuing despair for others. 
May you continue to remind us that it is our duty to help anyone that we can. 

On this day of winners and losers, 
May you continue to remind us  

that our greatest triumph  
is in partnership with others 

for the good of all. 

On this day of Freedom’s blessing to vote, 
May you continue to remind us of those who die longing for such a privilege. 

We pray for those who proudly feel that you have ordained their position. 
May you continue to remind us that we have all fallen short  

and that no one person, party or candidate represents you. 

On this election day, may we remember that you were not elected by us. 
But we are your elect,  

chosen to receive your grace,  
if only we can bring ourselves to accept it. 

God on this day of business for the city of Wichita, 
May these council members, city staff, and all those gathered here  

contemplate those whose lives are affected by the decisions made here.   

On this day of recognition for public service 
May we all be inspired to be a part of service to others. 

May your wisdom prevail in this meeting. 
Prevail over any greed or personal agendas  

that might try and distract us  
from the greater good.   

May your children  
gathered here as brothers and sisters  

act to bring your kingdom  
here on earth as it is in heaven. 

May it be so. 
Amen 
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District Calendar 
2009 

Jan. 17   Executive Committee Conference Call 

Jan. 24-28  Council of District Executives Winter Event      Office closed 

Feb. 9-11  Pastor/Leader Training, Great Bend 

Feb. 27-28  Executive Committee (27) & District Board (28) 

March 9   Executive Committee Conference Call 

March 20-21  Men’s Retreat, Heartland Center, Great Bend 

March 27-29  Women’s Retreat, Highlands Presbyterian Camp, Allenspark, Colo. 

April 17-19  Regional Youth Conference, McPherson College 

April 23-26  Cross Cultural Consultation & Celebration 

April 25-30  Christian Citizenship Seminar 

April 26-29  District Executive Professional Growth Office closed 

May 3   National Youth Sunday 

May 23-25  Young Adult Conference, Camp Swatara (Penn.) 

May 31-June 6  Senior High Camp (CC) 
   Junior High Camp (MH) 

June 7-13  Junior Camp (CC) 
   Senior High Camp (MH) 

June 11-14  Brethren Academy course “Distinctive Marks of the Brethren,” McPherson, KS 

June 14-20  Junior High Camp (CC) 
   Junior Camp (MH) 

June 19-21  National Junior High Conference, Harrisonburg, Va. 

June 21-25  Pre-Junior Camp (MH & CC) 

June 26-28  Come Along with Me Camp (MH) 

June 26-30  Annual Conference, San Diego, Calif. 

July 30-31  Executive Committee (30) & District Board (31), McPherson, Kan. 

July 31-Aug. 2  District Conference, McPherson, Kan.  

Aug. 7-9   Senior High Weekend (MH) 

Sept. 7-11  National Older Adult Conference, Lake Junaluska, N.C. 

Sept. 18-19  District Board Retreat 

Oct. 12-14  Pastor/Leader Training, Great Bend (tentative) 

Oct. 23-25  Gathering V, Webster Conference Center, Salina, Kan. 

November 1  National Junior High Sunday 

Nov. 6-7   Executive Committee (6) & District Board (7) 

�

Future Dates 

Oct. 22-24, 2010 Gathering VI 
Oct. 21-23, 2011 Gathering VII  (tentative date) 
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Denominational Position Changes 
Donna Hillcoat has accepted the part-time position as Director of Deacon Ministry in Caring Ministries. Donna 
brings to the position a commitment to following the teachings and example of Jesus and a firm belief that faith 
must be evidenced by action. Donna began her position in the Elgin offices effective October 20, 2008. 

Brethren Benefit Trust is delighted to announce that Patrice Nightingale has accepted the position Director of 
Communications. This is a promotion for Patrice that will take effect on Monday, Oct. 20. With this news, the posi-
tion of Manager of Publications will be open and the official announcement will be published soon. 

Steve Bob, who currently is serving as executive director of the Fox Valley Micro Loan Fund, has accepted the call 
to serve as director of the Church of the Brethren Credit Union, beginning Monday, Nov. 3. As director, Steve's re-
sponsibilities will include oversight of the Credit Union's daily operations and development of several new services, 
including online banking and bill pay. 

Jerry O'Donnell will be serving as an assistant to Mission Coordinators, Nancy and Irvin Heishman in the Domini-
can Republic beginning November 6, 2008.  He will assist the mission coordinators with arrangements for work 
teams, faith expeditions, and American visitors to the Dominican Republic.Last year, he assisted with the Work-
camps program as a BVS.  

Jerry Rodeffer began Nov. 19 as chief financial officer of Church of the Brethren Benefit Trust, In this role, Jerry 
will direct BBT’s finance department and will oversee management of BBT’s eight national investment managers 
and the company's investment system that is used to secure the assets of more than 400 Brethren Foundation clients 
and 4,300 Pension Plan members. Jerry previously served as BBT’s CFO and treasurer from November 1990 to 
July 1994. At that time Jerry helped establish BBT’s current multiple investment manager system and served as the 
first director of Brethren Foundation 

Dave Ingold, director of Buildings and Grounds, Elgin, has announced his retirement, effective December 31, 
2008.  Dave began working for Church of the Brethren October 20, 1980 as an engineer.  He was promoted to his 
present position in October 1981. Dave and his wife, Rose, plan to move to their farm in Missouri. 

Jay Wittmeyer resigned as director of Church of the Brethren Pension Plan and Employee Financial Services effec-
tive Dec. 31. Jay has served in this capacity since Jan. 1. Prior to that, Jay served Church of the Brethren Benefit 
Trust for 14 months as manager of publications. Jay has accepted the call to the executive director of Global Mis-
sion Partnerships position for the Church of the Brethren, effective Jan. 5, 2009. 
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The Shepherd’s Voice is published for church leaders, ministers, church board chairs, Christian Education direc-
tors, Youth Leaders, church commission chairs, and many others. We encourage your contributions. Deadlines are 
noted below. Unless otherwise noted, permission is granted to reprint articles for congregational newsletters and 
bulletins. If you know someone in the above categories who is not receiving the newsletter, let us know.  
 

Church of the Brethren 
Western Plains 

 
District Office 
P.O. Box 394 
McPherson, KS 67460 
 
 Located in Beegly Hall 
 McPherson College campus 
 1600 E. Euclid 
 
Mon    8:30am-3:30pm (Closed 12-1) 
Tues    8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Wed    Closed 
Thurs  8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Fri     8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
 
The answering machine will be on 
during hours when the office is closed. 
 
Phone: (620) 241-4240 
Email: wpdcb@sbcglobal.net 
Web:  
   www.westernplainschurchofthebrethren.org 
 
 
District Executive Ministers 
Ken & Elsie Holderread 
Home: (620) 241-6930 
Home: elsieken@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
Please send all articles and address 
changes to the District Office. 

 
If you wish to submit articles to the Shepherd’s 
Voice, please read the following: 
 

Next newsletter deadline: 
On or before Jan. 15th 

 
�  Articles should be sent to the district office: 

wpdcb@sbcglobal.net 
�  Articles should be no longer than 400 words. 

Please allow space for any submitted pictures. 
Note: Pictures will not be returned so make 
sure to send copies only. 

�  Inserts should be formatted for legal size pa-
per 

�  Information received after the 15th will be in-
cluded in the next newsletter. 

�  If multiple copies of the same article are sub-
mitted, the last copy will be used and the oth-
ers discarded. 

�  Outdated information will be discarded. 
 
Space is limited so some articles may not be pub-
lished. 
 
The newsletter will be published the following 
months with combined months noted: Feb, March, 
April, May, June/July, Aug., Sept., Oct., Nov., 
Dec/Jan. 
 

Current Distribution: 410 
Plus 130 via email 


